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HONORING THE LIFE, LEGACY AND 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF LAMAR 
HUNT 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 53) recognizing 
the life of Lamar Hunt and his out-
standing contributions to the Kansas 
City Chiefs, the National Football 
League, and the United States. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. Res. 53 

Whereas Lamar Hunt was born on August 
2, 1932, in El Dorado, Arkansas; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt graduated from 
Southern Methodist University with a Bach-
elor of Science in Geology in 1956, and was a 
3 year reserve end on the varsity football 
team and was a distinguished alumni and 
avid supporter; 

Whereas at the age of 27, Lamar Hunt cre-
ated the American Football League and 
founded the Dallas Texans, which were later 
renamed the Kansas City Chiefs when Hunt 
relocated the team in 1963; 

Whereas for 40 years Lamar Hunt owned 
and was a vital participant in the Kansas 
City Chiefs Football Club and created the 
Championship Game between the American 
Football League and the National Football 
League that became known as the Super 
Bowl, a moniker Hunt coined; 

Whereas under the leadership of Lamar 
Hunt, the Kansas City Chiefs won the Amer-
ican Football League Championship game in 
1962, 1966, and 1969, and won the National 
Football League Super Bowl IV Champion-
ship in 1970; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt, a man of unwavering 
and deep humility, played an important role 
in the design, ongoing development, and di-
rection of the modern-day National Football 
League and served as the driving force be-
hind the merger of the American and Na-
tional football leagues in 1970; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt advocated for inno-
vative and progressive changes to enhance 
football in the National Football League, in-
cluding the installation of the 2-point con-
version option for professional football, 
names on the backs of the uniforms, that the 
trophy given to the winner of the Super Bowl 
be named in honor of the late and revered 
Vince Lombardi, and an additional Thanks-
giving game be added to the National Foot-
ball League schedule; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt’s biggest influence 
on the professional football over the years 
was his quiet, yet persuasive voice of reason; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt’s name is rightfully 
mentioned alongside other legends in profes-
sional football history for his commitment 
to putting the betterment of the professional 
football leagues ahead of any potential indi-
vidual gain, few individuals helped change 
the face of American football for the better 
than this quiet Texan; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt, as the founder of the 
American Football League, helped pave the 
way for much of the modern growth of pro-
fessional football; 

Whereas possibly the greatest tribute to 
his contributions to the sport was the nam-
ing by the American Football League of the 
Lamar Hunt Trophy, which is presented an-
nually to the champion of the American 
Football Conference; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt was also one of the 
founding investors in the 6-time World 
Champion Chicago Bulls of the National Bas-
ketball Association and was the owner of 13 
distinctive championship rings from 5 dif-

ferent professional sports associations, in-
cluding the American Football League and 
National Football League, Major League 
Soccer, National Basketball Association, 
North American Soccer League, and the 
United States Soccer ‘‘Open Cup’’; 

Whereas in total, Lamar Hunt was selected 
to 8 Halls of Fame, including the United 
States Soccer Hall of Fame in 1982, the Inter-
national Tennis Hall of Fame in 1993, the 
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame in 1995, the 
Texas Sports Hall of Fame in 1984, the Texas 
Business Hall of Fame 1997, and the Kansas 
City Business Hall of Fame 2004; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt was the first Amer-
ican Football League figure to be enshrined 
into the Professional Football Hall of Fame 
in 1972; 

Whereas in 1981 Lamar Hunt was inducted 
into the National Football League Alumni 
Association’s prestigious Order of the Leath-
er Helmet and in February of 1993, and re-
ceived the Francis J. ‘‘Reds’’ Bagnell Award 
from the Maxwell Football Club of Philadel-
phia for continuing positive contributions to 
the game; 

Whereas in 1991 the 91-year-old U.S. Open 
Cup was renamed the ‘‘Lamar Hunt U.S. 
Open Cup.’’; 

Whereas that same year Lamar Hunt re-
ceived the U.S. Soccer Federation Hall of 
Fame Medal of Honor, joining former U.S. 
Soccer President Alan Rothenberg as the 
only other individual to earn that pres-
tigious distinction; 

Whereas in 2005 the U.S. Soccer Founda-
tion honored Lamar Hunt with its Lifetime 
Achievement Award; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt brought smiles to 
millions of children who walked through the 
gates of his twin theme parks in Kansas 
City, Worlds and Oceans of Fun; 

Whereas in addition to his outstanding 
leadership of the Kansas City Chiefs, Lamar 
Hunt served his community throughout his 
lifetime through philanthropic endeavors 
and the donation of his time in both Kansas 
City and Dallas; 

Whereas 2 of the projects closest to Lamar 
Hunt included Southern Methodist Univer-
sity, his alma mater where he served as co- 
chairman of the university’s campaign that 
raised $60,000,000 to build a new 32,000-seat 
football stadium that opened in 2000 and to 
which he and his wife Norma donated 
$5,000,000; and the Heart of a Champion Foun-
dation, a nonprofit foundation that he 
launched in 2001; 

Whereas Lamar Hunt was also a supporter 
of the Nelson-Atkins Museum in Kansas 
City, and was a benefactor of the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra, the Dallas Museum of 
Art, and a host of causes related to chil-
dren’s charities, education, and fine arts; and 

Whereas on December 13, 2006, Lamar Hunt 
succumbed to cancer at the Dallas Pres-
byterian Hospital in Dallas, Texas at the age 
of 74: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives, on this occasion less than one month 
after the death of Lamar Hunt— 

(1) expresses its deepest condolences to 
Lamar Hunt’s wife of 42 years, Norma, his 4 
children, Lamar Jr., Sharon Munson, Clark, 
and Daniel, and his 14 grandchildren; and 

(2) recognizes the outstanding contribu-
tions that Lamar Hunt made to the Kansas 
City Chiefs, the National Football League, 
and the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
he may consume to the gentleman 
from Kansas City, Missouri, Represent-
ative EMANUEL CLEAVER, the sponsor of 
this legislation. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Football League, the American 
sports community and the business 
leadership in Western Missouri lost a 
true treasure on December 13, 2006, 
when the Kansas City Chiefs founder, 
Lamar Hunt, peacefully passed away at 
Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas, Texas, 
at the age of 74. 

Mr. Speaker, this great American is 
survived by his wife, Norma, and their 
four children, some of whom are here 
with us today. 

Lamar Hunt is recognized as one of 
the greatest sportsmen in American 
history. He served as the guiding force 
behind the formation of both the Amer-
ican Football League and the Kansas 
City Chiefs franchise. Hunt served as a 
positive influence on the game of foot-
ball for 47 years, dating back to his 
conception of the American Football 
League in 1959. 

He was the first AFL figure to be en-
shrined into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. This was a remarkable feat, if 
you consider that he had become in-
volved in the game just 13 years ear-
lier. 

It was Lamar Hunt who served as the 
catalyst, who brought together a group 
of people whimsically known as the 
‘‘Foolish Club.’’ He was able to con-
vince eight men to put money up to 
start a football league that no one 
thought could survive. This was truly 
an impossible dream. But the fledgling 
league took foot on the field for the 
1960 season; and on June 8, 1966, the 
AFL–NFL merger was announced by 
the NFL Commissioner, Pete Rozelle. 
On January 15, Lamar Hunt’s Kansas 
City Chiefs were participating in the 
first Super Bowl. 

It is worth noting that when the own-
ers met after the merger and began to 
discuss this football game that would 
be the bowl game of bowl games, far 
more noteworthy than the Rose Bowl 
or the Cotton Bowl or the Sugar Bowl, 
it was Lamar Hunt who said the bowl 
game of bowl games should be called 
the Super Bowl, and thus was born 
what is now one of the most watched 
events on this planet. 

Before there was a player, coach or 
general manager in the league, there 
was Lamar Hunt. There was the late 
Patriots’ owner William Sullivan who 
remarked at Hunt’s Hall of Fame in-
duction ceremony that ‘‘Hunt was the 
cornerstone, the integrity, of the 
league. Without him, there would have 
been no AFL.’’ 
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Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity 

to serve as Mayor of Kansas City for 8 
years. But even before that, during my 
time on the City Council, I had the 
great pleasure of meeting and working 
with Lamar Hunt. Over the years, I can 
tell you that I have met many, many 
men and women, some heads of state. I 
have met kings and one queen. I have 
never met a person on this Earth yet 
who had the humility of Lamar Hunt. I 
have never seen a man who did so 
much, who accomplished great things 
at the level of Lamar Hunt, who could 
walk around this Capitol and no one 
would know him because he would be 
opening doors for everyone and trying 
to serve. 

In the tradition of my religion, hu-
mility is held perhaps higher than any 
other characteristic. In fact, in my tra-
dition, the great prophets all praised 
people with humility, and the phari-
sees, who did not have humility, who 
praised themselves, were denounced. 

Lamar Hunt was an innovator. For 
years and years he advocated the two- 
point conversion in the NFL. Finally, 
in 1994, the owners bought into the con-
cept, which is why today there is a 
two-point conversion. This man would 
create things in his mind, and he had 
the ability to share those things. 

I attribute, as well as many other Af-
rican Americans, Lamar Hunt with the 
credit for African Americans moving 
into all realms of pro football. Before 
the AFL, there were only a few African 
Americans playing in the NFL. For a 
lot of the young people who watch TV 
today, they would probably find that 
somewhat amusing. But it was quite 
possible in the 1950s and even the early 
1960s to watch an NFL game and see 
maybe one or two and, in some in-
stances, maybe no African Americans 
at all. 

But when Lamar Hunt started the 
AFL, he went to the Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities and began to 
create players. And what a crop of 
players he brought in. 

Willie Lanier, middle linebacker. In 
those days, and young people will prob-
ably find this amazing, people in sports 
would say African Americans can’t 
play middle linebacker. That is the 
quarterback of defense. They can’t play 
quarterback. Willie Lanier, who is in 
the building at this time, Mr. Speaker, 
became a member of the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. He was the starting mid-
dle linebacker for the Kansas City 
Chiefs for 11 years. 

Then there was Buck Buchanan at a 
little school that most people had 
never even heard of, a black college 
called Grambling. Buck Buchanan, Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. Otis Taylor. 
And the list goes on and on. And when 
you look at all of the other teams in 
the AFL, they, too, would go into these 
schools. So in addition to being an in-
novator, he was a great humanitarian. 

Hunt was not able to ever see his 
long-held dream of hosting a Super 
Bowl in Kansas City. It was something 
that he worked on. But, before he died, 

the NFL owners passed a proposal to 
bring the NFL’s championship game to 
Kansas City in February of the year 
2015. 

Mr. Hunt was a great man, a great 
leader. He did a lot for our community. 
I had the pleasure of traveling with 
him around the world. I had the chance 
to see him in many, many situations; 
and I can tell you, this was a giant, 
even though he never tried to project 
himself as a giant in any situation, he 
tried to just blend in. But there is no 
way the history of the National Foot-
ball League can be complete without a 
major section entitled ‘‘Lamar Hunt.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to 
join me in supporting H. Res. 53, which 
is to honor the life and legacy and ac-
complishments of Lamar Hunt. 

The National Football League, the American 
sports community, and the Business Commu-
nity of Kansas City lost a true treasure on De-
cember 13, 2006 when Chiefs Founder Lamar 
Hunt peacefully passed away at Presbyterian 
Hospital in Dallas, Texas at the age of 74. 

He is survived by his wife, Norma and their 
four children, Lamar, Jr., Sharron Munson, 
Clark and Daniel. He was also the proud 
grandfather of 14 grandchildren. Recognized 
as one of the greatest sportsmen in American 
history, Hunt served as the guiding force be-
hind the formation of both the American Foot-
ball League and the Kansas City Chiefs fran-
chise. Hunt served as a positive influence on 
the game for 47 years dating back to his con-
ception of the American Football League in 
’59. He was the first AFL figure to be en-
shrined into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
’72, a remarkable feat considering he became 
involved in the game just 13 years earlier. 
Hunt served as the catalyst, who brought to-
gether the whimsically-named ‘‘Foolish Club’’ 
comprised of the eight original AFL owners. 
His ‘‘impossible dream’’ became a reality 
when his fledgling league took foot on the field 
for the ’60 season. On June 8, 1966, the AFL– 
NFL merger was announced by NFL Commis-
sioner Pete Rozelle and on January 15, 1967, 
Hunt’s Kansas City Chiefs were participating 
in the inaugural Super Bowl. 

‘‘Before there was a player, coach or a gen-
eral manager in the league there was Lamar 
Hunt,’’ late Patriots owner William Sullivan re-
marked at Hunt’s Hall of Fame induction cere-
mony. ‘‘Hunt was the cornerstone, the integrity 
of the league. Without him, there would have 
been no AFL.’’ Despite his many accomplish-
ments, Hunt’s humility was one of his most 
unwavering and most endearing traits. While 
he modestly declined to take credit for his ef-
forts, he truly played an important role in the 
design, ongoing development and direction of 
the modern-day National Football League. 
Whether it was serving as the driving force be-
hind the formation of the AFL, serving as a 
key player in the AFL–NFL merger talks in the 
’60s, or overseeing many crucial issues con-
cerning pro football and the Chiefs franchise 
during the past 4 decades, few individuals 
helped change the face of America’s favorite 
game for the better than this quiet Texan. In 
addition to being a principal negotiator in the 
merger of the AFL and NFL in the late ’60s, 
he was a contributor to the design of the NFL 
playoff format. He is also credited with acci-
dentally putting the name ‘‘Super Bowl’’ on the 
NFL’s championship game—the name coming 
from his children’s toy ‘‘Super Ball.’’ 

For many years, he was a persistent advo-
cate of the 2-point conversion option for pro 
football—an old college and AFL rule that was 
finally adopted by the NFL in ’94. Hunt had 
also lobbied for many years that an additional 
Thanksgiving game be added to the NFL 
schedule and in 2006, those efforts were re-
warded when the Chiefs hosted the first-ever 
Thanksgiving contest at Arrowhead Stadium. 
Perhaps Hunt’s biggest influence on the 
league over the years was his quiet, yet per-
suasive voice of reason. Hunt’s name is right-
fully mentioned alongside other legendary 
family surnames in pro football history such as 
Halas, Mara and Rooney for his commitment 
to putting the betterment of the league ahead 
of any potential individual gain. As the founder 
of the AFL, he helped pave the way for much 
of the modem growth of pro football. Possibly 
the greatest tribute to his contributions to the 
sport was the naming by the league of the 
Lamar Hunt Trophy, which is presented annu-
ally to the champion of the American Football 
Conference. The early days of the AFL were 
problem-filled and often tenuous, but Hunt saw 
his Dallas Texans franchise achieve on-field 
success. In 1962, the Texans won the AFL 
Championship with a double-overtime victory 
over the Houston Oilers, the first of 3 titles 
won by the Texans/Chiefs during the league’s 
10-year existence. 

After three years in Dallas, Hunt moved his 
team to Kansas City in ’63, where the organi-
zation was renamed the Chiefs. Hunt truly 
helped put Kansas City on the ‘‘big-league’’ 
map, thanks to a star-studded football team 
that was the winningest in the 10-year history 
of the American Football League. Hunt’s team 
repeated as AFL champions in both 1966 and 
1969. By winning the 1966 AFL title, the 
Chiefs earned the right to play in the first 
Super Bowl against the NFL Champion Green 
Bay Packers. Three years later, the Chiefs 
claimed Kansas City’s first major sports cham-
pionship by defeating the Minnesota Vikings in 
Super Bowl IV. In the late 1960s, Hunt was 
closely involved in the original development 
plans for Arrowhead Stadium, a facility which 
provided the Chiefs and their fans with one of 
the most decided home-field advantages in all 
of sports. While other venues of a similar vin-
tage have long since been termed obsolete or 
have been demolished, Arrowhead continues 
to serve as a point of pride for the Chiefs and 
the Kansas City community. 

Thanks in large part to the vision and lob-
bying efforts of Hunt, Jackson County Missouri 
voters approved a 3/8 cent sales tax in April 
of 2006. That measure is expected to raise 
$425 million for the Truman Sports Complex, 
of which $325 million has been earmarked to 
renovate Arrowhead in order to bring the facil-
ity up to today’s state-of-the-art standards. 
Those improvements should only further solid-
ify Arrowhead’s status as one of America’s 
foremost sporting venues. 

Hunt’s longtime dream of hosting a Super 
Bowl in Kansas City appeared to become a 
reality when NFL Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue announced on November 16, 2005 
that NFL owners had passed a proposal to 
bring the NFL’s championship game to Kan-
sas City in February of 2015. 

Unfortunately, a provision in April’s election 
that would have resurrected the ‘‘rolling roof’’ 
concept for Arrowhead Stadium did not pass. 
The ‘‘rolling roof’’ was part of Hunt’s initial vi-
sion for Arrowhead Stadium in the ’60s. In its 
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21st century incarnation, the ‘‘rolling roof’’ 
would have provided a climate-controlled facil-
ity suitable for hosting the Super Bowl, the 
Final Four and other prestigious events. 

While Hunt did not realize his goal of seeing 
an NFL title game played in Kansas City, he 
worked diligently to bring other prominent 
sporting contests to Arrowhead over the years. 
The ‘‘Home of the Chiefs’’ served as host of 
the Dr Pepper Big 12 Conference Champion-
ship Game in 2000, 2003, 2004 and 2006. In 
addition to numerous other collegiate football 
contests, the Chiefs hosted several inter-
national soccer matches at Arrowhead thanks 
to Hunt’s influence. 

Hunt’s decision to hire Chiefs President, 
General Manager and CEO Carl Peterson in 
December ’88 set the stage for a football ren-
aissance in Kansas City. During the decade of 
the ’90s, Hunt and Peterson, earned the dis-
tinction of becoming just the fourth Owner/ 
General Manager combination to preside over 
a franchise for all 10 years of a 100-win dec-
ade as Kansas City compiled a stellar 102–58 
(.638) regular season record from ’90–99. 
Under Hunt’s stewardship, the Chiefs devel-
oped an intensely-loyal fan following, not just 
in Mid-America, but across the country and 
around the globe. Hunt took great satisfication 
in the fact that the Chiefs boasted season-tick-
et holders from 48 of the 50 states (all but 
Maine and Vermont), the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico and Canada. He was also appre-
ciative of the fact that Kansas City was se-
lected to represent the NFL in 4 American 
Bowl contests—Berlin, Germany (’90), Tokyo, 
Japan (’94, ’98) and Monterrey, Mexico (’96). 

While the Chiefs always remained Hunt’s 
most prized sporting entity, his passion for 
athletics encompassed more than just the 
game of football. Appropriately nicknamed 
‘‘Games’’ during his childhood, Hunt’s love of 
sports was his true lifeblood, an enthusiasm 
which led to his involvement in 6 different pro-
fessional sports leagues and 7 sports fran-
chises. 

In addition to his formative role in the cre-
ation of the American Football League, Hunt 
was involved in the development of both the 
North American Soccer League and a tennis 
promotion company, World Championship 
Tennis. Hunt’s involvement in those ventures 
resulted years later in his induction into the re-
spective Halls of Fame of both United States 
Soccer (located in Oneonta, New York) in ’82 
and International Tennis (located in Newport, 
Rhode Island) in ’93. He was also inducted 
into the state Sports Halls of Fame of both 
Missouri (’95) and Texas (’84). In total, Hunt 
was selected to 8 ‘‘Halls of Fame,’’ including 
the Texas Business Hall of Fame (’97) and the 
Kansas City Business Hall of Fame (2004). In 
’81, Hunt was inducted into the NFL Alumni 
Association’s prestigious Order of the Leather 
Helmet and in February of ’93, he received the 
Francis J. ‘‘Reds’’ Bagnell Award from the 
Maxwell Football Club of Philadelphia for con-
tinuing positive contributions to the game. 

Truly a sportsman for all seasons, Soccer 
America Magazine named Hunt one of its ‘‘25 
Most Influential People’’ in ’99 after the 91- 
year-old U.S. Open Cup was renamed the 
‘‘Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup.’’ That same 
year he also received the U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion Hall of Fame Medal of Honor, joining 
former U.S. Soccer President Alan 
Rothenberg as the only other individual to 
earn that prestigious distinction. In 2005, the 

U.S. Soccer Foundation honored Hunt with its 
Lifetime Achievement Award. The Hunt Family 
served as the Investor/Operators of the Kan-
sas City Wizards franchise of Major League 
Soccer from ’95–06 and reveled as the Wiz-
ards claimed the 2000 MLS Cup. The Hunt 
Family still oversees the operations of 2 MLS 
franchises, F.C. Dallas and the Columbus 
Crew. 

The Hunt Sports Group has been at the 
forefront of stadium development in the United 
States, beginning with America’s first soccer- 
specific stadium, 22,555-seat Crew Stadium 
which opened in ’99. In 2005, Pizza Hut Park 
was completed in Frisco, Texas, giving the 
Dallas area one of the world’s most unique 
and futuristic soccer facilities. Hunt was also 
one of the founding investors in the 6-time 
World Champion Chicago Bulls of the National 
Basketball Association. In total, Hunt was the 
owner of 13 distinctive championship rings 
from 5 different professional sports associa-
tions (AFL/NFL, MLS, NBA, NASL and the 
U.S. Soccer ‘‘Open Cup’’). His football cham-
pionship litany included a Super Bowl IV ring 
from the ’69 Chiefs, as well as AFL title rings 
from the ’62 Texans and ’66 Chiefs. A highly- 
successful businessman outside of sports, one 
of Hunt’s most notable innovations was Sub- 
Tropolis, the world’s largest underground busi-
ness complex, located just north of Arrowhead 
Stadium. This naturally climate-controlled, sub-
terranean industrial park serves as home to 
over 50 local, national and international busi-
nesses. Hunt also envisioned and developed 
Worlds of Fun, a 165-acre family entertain-
ment complex which opened in ’73, as well as 
the 60-acre family water recreation park, 
Oceans of Fun which was completed in ’82. 
While both of those entities were sold in ’95, 
Hunt Midwest Enterprises, Inc. continues to 
oversee a diverse range of business interests, 
including limestone mining and real estate de-
velopment. 

Hunt was born on August 2, 1932 in El Do-
rado, Arkansas and graduated from SMU with 
a B.S. in Geology in ’56. While at SMU, he 
was a 3-year reserve end on the Varsity Foot-
ball Team. Hunt was an avid supporter of his 
alma mater and was an annual fixture at the 
Cotton Bowl. He and his wife Norma were 
also involved in numerous philanthropic and 
civic efforts in Dallas, across the state of 
Texas and in the Kansas City community. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the world of profes-
sional sports lost one of its strongest 
enthusiasts this past December when 
Lamar Hunt lost his long battle with 
prostate cancer. 

Widely known throughout the profes-
sional sports industry, his inspira-
tional career helped the National Foot-
ball League, the Major Soccer League 
and the National Hockey League be-
come the massive successes they are 
today. 

Born in El Dorado, Arkansas, and 
raised in Dallas, Texas, Lamar Hunt 
was a passionate sports fanatic. He 
played on his college football team at 
Southern Methodist University, but his 
real involvement began when he ap-
plied for an expansion to the National 
Football League in 1959. He was turned 
down, and a year later he decided with 
a group of eight others to form the 

American Football League. Facing 
tough competition from the NFL, he 
was determined to become the owner of 
a Texas football team. His first team 
ownership came with the founding of 
the Dallas Texans. 

A few years later, the team moved to 
Kansas City and became the Kansas 
City Chiefs, which Hunt would con-
tinue to own until the time of his 
death. His Chiefs went on to play in the 
first-ever Super Bowl game, which, by 
the way, was the term he coined as the 
championship game between the two 
leagues. 

Lamar Hunt was instrumental in the 
merger between the National Football 
League and the American football 
League in 1970. Beyond football, he 
made similar efforts in the fields of 
soccer, tennis and hockey. He helped 
establish the World Championship Ten-
nis Circuit, Major League Soccer, and 
its predecessor, the North American 
Soccer League. At the time of his 
death, he owned two MLS teams, the 
FC Dallas and the Columbus Crew. He 
even furthered his ownership enterprise 
as one of the original owners of the 
Chicago Bulls NBA team. 

Among his numerous awards and 
honors, he has been inducted into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame, the Na-
tional Soccer Hall of Fame and the 
International Tennis Hall of Fame. The 
American Football League trophy pre-
sented each year to the AFL champion 
team is aptly named the Lamar Hunt 
Trophy. 

It is only right that we honor Lamar 
Hunt for his innovation, dedication and 
enthusiasm to the national sports in-
dustry. His achievements in sports and 
charitable contributions, as well as his 
work in theme parks and industrial 
parks, are to be commended. He was an 
inspiration to those in the NFL, and 
his legacy will continue through his 
teams. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleague in the consideration 
of H. Res. 53, which honors the life of 
Lamar Hunt and his outstanding con-
tributions to the Kansas City Chiefs, 
the National Football League and the 
United States of America. 

b 1630 

H. Res. 53, which has 52 cosponsors, 
was introduced by the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) on January 11, 
2007. H. Res. 53 was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on May 1, 2007, 
by voice vote. 

Mr. Speaker, as already has been in-
dicated, America lost a great sports-
man and businessman when the Kansas 
City Chiefs football team owner, Mr. 
Lamar Hunt, passed away on December 
13, 2006, at Presbyterian Hospital in 
Dallas, Texas, at the age of 74. 
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Mr. William Sullivan, the late Patri-

ots football team owner, said, ‘‘Before 
there was a player, coach or a general 
manager in the league, there was 
Lamar Hunt. Hunt was the corner-
stone, the integrity of the league. 
Without him, there would have been no 
American Football League.’’ 

In the 1950s, Mr. Hunt on several oc-
casions approached the National Foot-
ball League to buy a franchise for his 
hometown of Dallas, Texas, but he was 
repeatedly denied. Frustrated by this, 
he decided to organize a rival pro foot-
ball circuit, the American Football 
League, in 1960. Mr. Hunt was the 
owner of the Dallas Texans, one of the 
eight original teams that formed the 
AFL. Mr. Hunt’s Dallas Texans won the 
championship in 1962. Soon after, he 
moved the team to Kansas City in 1963. 
He renamed them the Kansas City 
Chiefs. The team won the AFL cham-
pionship in 1966, and the Super Bowl IV 
title in 1969. 

I want to commend my colleague Mr. 
CLEAVER not only for introduction of 
this legislation, but his passionate in-
dication of what the life of Lamar Hunt 
was, for his personal experiences and 
contributions not only to the game of 
football, but to the game of life. 

Listening to Representative CLEAVER 
it becomes clear that not only was Mr. 
Hunt a giant of a football man, but he 
was a giant of a humanitarian, a giant 
of a man who could take ideas and con-
vey those in such a way that others 
would buy into them, while at the 
same time continuing to live out the 
thoughts that Kipling had: If you can 
talk with kings and queens and not 
lose the common touch; if all men 
count with you, but none too much; 
and if you can fill the unforgiving mo-
ment with 60 seconds’ worth of dis-
tance run, yours will be the world and 
all that is in it. And what is more, you 
will be a man, my son. 

Lamar Hunt was indeed a giant of a 
man. I urge passage of this legislation. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the life of one of Kansas City’s leg-
endary figures. 

Lamar Hunt made a positive and lasting im-
pression on Kansas City. He was a man who 
seemingly touched every life that crossed his 
path. He was known for his easy-going, en-
gaging personality. He will be remembered not 
only for what he accomplished, but for the way 
he treated people. 

Mr. Hunt was an innovator. He is credited 
with making the National Football League 
what it is today. He coined the term ‘‘Super 
Bowl’’, championed the 2-point conversion and 
brought American soccer into the mainstream. 
He was inducted into 3 different professional 
sports halls of Fame—football, tennis and soc-
cer. 

His beloved Kansas City Chiefs played in 
the American Football League and won the 
Super Bowl in 1969. The Chiefs are as much 
a part of Kansas City as barbeque and jazz, 
thanks to Mr. Hunt’s leadership. 

Mr. Hunt though was an innovator in other 
ways too. He built both Worlds of Fun and 
Oceans of Fun as state of the art theme parks 
in Kansas City. He also built the Subtropolis 

Office Complex in the limestone caves around 
Kansas City. 

Mr. Speaker, simply stated, Lamar Hunt was 
a giant among men. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Res. 53, to recognize 
the life of Lamar Hunt and his outstanding 
contributions to the Kansas City Chiefs, the 
National Football League, and the United 
States. 

The National Football League and the 
American sports community lost a true treas-
ure on December 13, 2006 when Chiefs 
Founder Lamar Hunt passed away in Dallas, 
Texas at the age of 74. Lamar Hunt was an 
independent thinker, a trailblazer who refused 
to be denied his dream. Recognized as one of 
the greatest sportsmen in American history, 
Hunt served as the guiding force behind the 
formation of both the American Football 
League and the Kansas City Chiefs franchise. 

Hunt served as a positive influence on the 
game for 47 years dating back to his concep-
tion of the American Football League in 1959. 
He was the first AFL figure to be enshrined 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1972, a 
remarkable feat considering he became in-
volved in the game just 13 years earlier. 

Hunt served as the catalyst who brought to-
gether the ‘‘Foolish Club’’ comprised of the 8 
original AFL owners. His ‘‘impossible dream’’ 
became a reality when his fledgling league 
took foot on the field for the 1960 season. On 
June 8, 1966, the AFL–NFL merger was an-
nounced by NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle 
and on January 15, 1967, Hunt’s Kansas City 
Chiefs were participating in the inaugural 
Super Bowl. Lamar Hunt’s Kansas City Chiefs 
returned to the Super Bowl in 1970 and de-
feated the Minnesota Vikings by a score of 
23–7 in Super Bowl IV. 

Despite his many accomplishments, Hunt’s 
humility was one of his most unwavering and 
most endearing traits. While he modestly de-
clined to take credit for his efforts, Hunt truly 
played an important role in the design, ongo-
ing development and direction of the modern- 
day National Football League. Lamar Hunt 
was also a risk taker. He signed a great num-
ber of African-American players onto the Kan-
sas City Chiefs football team at a time when 
few other football teams took that chance. So, 
Lamar Hunt rose above the crowd and nestled 
on top of the football and sports apex where 
few others sat. 

Whether it was employing more African- 
Americans, serving as the driving force behind 
the formation of the AFL, serving as a key 
player in the AFL–NFL merger talks in the 
’60s, or overseeing many crucial issues con-
cerning pro football and the Chiefs franchise 
during the past 4 decades, few individuals 
helped change the face of America’s favorite 
game for the better than this quiet Texan. 

In addition to being a principal negotiator in 
the merger of the AFL and NFL in the late 
’60s, he was a contributor to the design of the 
NFL playoff format. He is also credited with 
accidentally putting the name ‘‘Super Bowl’’ on 
the NFL’s championship game—the name 
coming from his children’s toy ‘‘Super Ball.’’ 

As the founder of the AFL, he helped pave 
the way for much of the modern growth of pro 
football. Possibly the greatest tribute to his 
contributions to the sport was the naming by 
the league of the Lamar Hunt Trophy, which is 
presented annually to the champion of the 
American Football Conference. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the enormous contribu-
tions Lamar Hunt has made the sports world 
and beyond. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me con-
gratulate the gentleman from Missouri, the 
Honorable EMANUEL CLEAVER, for spear-
heading the effort in Congress to honor Kan-
sas City Chiefs Founder Lamar Hunt, who 
passed away in December 2006 after living a 
long and distinguished life. As the Fifth Dis-
trict’s U.S. representative and the former 
mayor of Kansas City, Missouri, Mr. CLEAVER 
understands better than anyone in the House 
how special Lamar Hunt’s Chiefs are to the 
Kansas City community and to people all 
throughout the Show-Me State. 

Missouri’s Fourth District, which I am privi-
leged to represent, includes portions of the 
Kansas City suburbs and most of the rural, 
west central section of the State. Many of the 
Missourians who call the Fourth District home 
are proud Chiefs fans. They don jerseys, t- 
shirts, hats, and flags emblazoned with the red 
team color of the Chiefs and travel great dis-
tances to watch the Chiefs play at Arrowhead 
Stadium. Among the people, there is a great 
deal of pride for the Chiefs. 

Missourians who love the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the National Football League, NFL, 
owe a debt of gratitude to Chiefs founder 
Lamar Hunt, who in 1963 moved the Dallas 
Texans to Kansas City. For 40 years, Mr. Hunt 
owned and was a critical participant in the 
Chiefs football club. Under his leadership, the 
Chiefs won the American Football League 
Championship game in 1966 and in 1969 and 
won the National Football League Super Bowl 
IV Championship in 1970. And, while the team 
has been competitive through most of its his-
tory, it experienced a renaissance after Mr. 
Hunt hired General Manager Carl Peterson in 
1988. 

Mr. Hunt also helped mold the direction of 
the modern-day NFL and served as the driving 
force behind the merger of the American and 
National football leagues in 1970. He founded 
the American Football League at the age of 27 
and created and named the championship 
game known as the Super Bowl. Throughout 
his career, he advocated for innovative and 
progressive changes to enhance the NFL, in-
cluding the inclusion of the two point conver-
sion option for professional football, placing 
names on the backs of the uniforms, naming 
the Super Bowl trophy after Vince Lombardi, 
and adding another Thanksgiving game to the 
NFL schedule. 

In recognition of Mr. Hunt’s work in football, 
he was enshrined in the Professional Football 
Hall of Fame in 1972, was inducted into the 
NFL Alumni Association’s prestigious Order of 
the Leather Helmet, and received the Francis 
J. ‘‘Reds’’ Bagnell Award from the Maxwell 
Football Club of Philadelphia. The NFL also 
named the American Football Conference, 
AFC, trophy, which is presented each year to 
the AFC champion, the ‘‘Lamar Hunt Trophy.’’ 

In addition to football, Mr. Hunt was dedi-
cated to other sports, including soccer, basket-
ball, and tennis. He was also a highly suc-
cessful businessman and philanthropist. 

Mr. Speaker, Lamar Hunt was a remarkable 
man. Though he was born in Arkansas and 
lived much of his life in Texas, his decision to 
establish the Kansas City Chiefs in Missouri 
has endeared him to Show-Me State resi-
dents. And, he made his mark in the history of 
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the United States by helping to create the 
NFL, which is revered by so many Americans. 
As the House of Representatives prepares to 
pass legislation today to honor Mr. Hunt’s life 
and legacy, let us remember his unique con-
tributions to Missouri and to our country. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the late 
Lamar Hunt, a tireless contributor to the Na-
tional Football League, NFL, and to the United 
States. 

Originally from El Dorado, Arkansas, Lamar 
Hunt was educated in Texas at Southern 
Methodist University, where he obtained a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Geology and 
served as a 3-year reserve end on the varsity 
football team. 

At the young age of 27, Hunt persevered 
through much criticism and founded the Dallas 
Texans, now known as the Kansas City 
Chiefs, and facilitated the creation of the 
American Football League. By undertaking 
these two tasks, he paved the way for the ex-
pansion of professional football. 

Hunt’s impeccable management skills and 
keen perception of the game propelled him to 
spearhead groundbreaking developments in 
the NFL. These developments include, among 
many others, the installation of the 2-point 
conversion option and the inclusion of names 
on the back of game jerseys. Although known 
for such contributions to the NFL, Hunt’s com-
mitment to the community went far beyond the 
football field. 

Hunt was an avid supporter of societal bet-
terment, hosting and sponsoring many philan-
thropic efforts. He made significant financial 
contributions to higher learning institutions, the 
Heart of a Champion foundation, and the fine 
arts, notably the Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
and the Dallas Museum of Art. 

In closing, Lamar Hunt was a very special 
man who touched the lives of many Ameri-
cans. I am delighted and honored to recognize 
such a distinguished, forward thinking gen-
tleman, and I urge my colleagues to join me 
in saluting this remarkable citizen. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support the passage of H. 
Res. 53, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of this resolution, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 53. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL HURRI-
CANE PREPAREDNESS WEEK 

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 402) supporting 
the goals and ideals of National Hurri-
cane Preparedness Week. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 402 
Whereas the Atlantic and Central Pacific 

hurricane season begins June 1 and ends No-
vember 30, and the East Pacific hurricane 
season runs from May 15 through November 
30; 

Whereas an average of 11 tropical storms 
develop per year over the Atlantic Ocean, 
Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico and an av-
erage of 6 of these storms become hurricanes; 

Whereas in an average 3-year period rough-
ly 5 hurricanes strike the United States 
coastline, sometimes resulting in multiple 
deaths, with 2 typically being ‘‘major’’ or 
‘‘intense’’ category 3 hurricanes, as meas-
ured on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale; 

Whereas millions of Americans face great 
risk from tropical storms or hurricanes, be-
cause 50 percent of Americans live along the 
coast and millions of tourists visit the 
oceans each year; 

Whereas the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season 
was the busiest on record and extends the ac-
tive hurricane cycle that began in 1995—a 
trend experts agree is likely to continue for 
years to come; 

Whereas the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season 
included 28 named storms, including 15 hurri-
canes in which 7 were category 3 or higher; 

Whereas, during a hurricane, homes, busi-
nesses, public buildings, and infrastructure 
may be damaged or destroyed by heavy rain, 
strong winds, and storm surge; debris can 
break windows and doors; roads and bridges 
can be washed away; homes can be flooded; 
and destructive tornadoes can occur well 
away from the storm’s center; 

Whereas experts at the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s National 
Hurricane Center in the National Weather 
Service agree that it is critical to know if 
you live in a hurricane prone area, to know 
your home’s vulnerability to storm surge, 
flooding, and wind, and to develop a written 
family disaster plan based on this knowl-
edge; 

Whereas the National Hurricane Center 
recommends that people in hurricane-prone 
areas prepare a personal evacuation plan 
that identifies ahead of time their home’s 
vulnerability to storm surge, flooding, and 
wind; the safest areas in their home for each 
hurricane hazard; several options of places to 
go if ordered to evacuate; and the telephone 
numbers of these places as well as a road 
map of the local area; 

Whereas the National Hurricane Center 
recommends that people in hurricane-prone 
areas assemble a disaster supply kit before 
hurricane season begins that includes a first 
aid kit and essential medications; canned 
food and can opener; at least three gallons of 
water per person per day for three to seven 
days; protective clothing, rainwear, and bed-
ding or sleeping bags; a battery-powered 
radio, flashlight, and extra batteries; special 
items (including medications) for infants, el-
derly, or disabled family members; and writ-
ten instructions on how to turn off elec-
tricity, gas, and water in case authorities ad-
vise these actions; 

Whereas the National Hurricane Center 
recommends that prior to hurricane season 
people prepare for high winds by installing 
hurricane shutters or having available pre-
cut outdoor plywood boards for each window 
of a home; ensuring they can reinforce ga-
rage doors; and making trees more wind re-
sistant by removing diseased and damaged 
limbs; 

Whereas the National Hurricane Center 
recommends that citizens know that the 
term ‘‘Hurricane Watch’’ means hurricane 

conditions are possible in the specified area 
of the Watch, usually within 36 hours, and 
that the term ‘‘Hurricane Warning’’ means 
hurricane conditions are expected in the 
specified area of the Warning, usually within 
24 hours; 

Whereas the National Hurricane Center 
recommends that people know what to do 
when a Hurricane Watch is issued, that is, 
listen to NOAA Weather Radio or local radio 
or TV stations for up-to-date storm informa-
tion; prepare to bring inside any lawn fur-
niture, outdoor decorations, and anything 
that can be picked up by the wind; prepare to 
cover all windows of their homes and rein-
force their garage door; fill their car’s gas 
tank; recheck manufactured home tie-downs; 
and recheck their disaster supply kit; 

Whereas the National Hurricane Center 
recommends that people know what to do 
when a Hurricane Warning is issued, that is, 
listen to the advice of local officials, and 
leave if told to do so; complete preparation 
activities; if they are not advised to evac-
uate, stay indoors, away from windows; be 
aware that the calm ‘‘eye’’ is deceptive and 
does not mean the storm is over; and be alert 
for tornadoes; 

Whereas in the 1970s, ’80s, and ’90s, inland 
flooding was responsible for more than half 
of the deaths associated with tropical storms 
and hurricanes in the United States and the 
National Weather Service recommends that 
when a hurricane threatens the United 
States, people determine whether they live 
in a potential flood zone; if advised to evac-
uate, do so immediately; keep abreast of 
road conditions through the news media; 
move to a safe area before access is cut off 
by flood water; do not attempt to cross flow-
ing water because as little as six inches of 
water may cause one to lose control of a ve-
hicle; and develop a flood emergency action 
plan; 

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration provides more de-
tailed information about hurricanes and hur-
ricane preparedness via its Web site http:// 
www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/; and 

Whereas a National Hurricane Prepared-
ness Week will be the week of May 20–26, 
2007: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Hurricane Preparedness Week; 

(2) encourages the staff of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
especially at the National Weather Service 
and the National Hurricane Center, and 
other appropriate Federal agencies, to con-
tinue their outstanding work to educate peo-
ple in the United States about hurricane pre-
paredness; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
recognize such a week as an opportunity to 
learn more about the work of the National 
Hurricane Center to forecast hurricanes and 
to educate citizens about the potential risks 
associated with hurricanes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. MELANCON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Louisiana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H. Res. 402. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana? 
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